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Alumnus inspires students to
act as storytellers through film
Rose Nelson
Staff Writer

_______________________

Rick Davis, Executive Director of George Mason University’s Hylton Performing Arts Center, discusses Shakespeare and economics.
Photo by Thao Nguyen

TEDx conference depicts future of liberal arts
Xue Yan

Staff Writer

_______________________

During reading period, 11
speakers gathered in Lawrence’s
Warch Campus Center Cinema
to participate in Lawrence’s first
TEDx conference.
The event, which took
place on Friday, May 3rd, was
broken into four sessions that
were roughly 90 minutes long.
In traditional TED (Technology,
Education, and Design) fashion,
each talk was close to 20 minutes long and included time for
answering questions from the
audience. Speakers included
Lawrence University President Jill
Beck, Vice President and Editorial
Director of The Chronicle of
Higher Education and the author

After
graduating
from
Lawrence University, Mike Lee ’66
went to graduate school at the
University of Kansas. From there
he journeyed on into the world of
filmmaking where he has worked
as a producer and a filmmaker in
a variety of film types, from commercial advertising to documentary film. He returned to Lawrence
on Tuesday, July 7 to deliver a
lecture entitled: “Filmmaking: an
Inside View”.
In his lecture Lee discussed
a vast array of lessons he has
learned from being a filmmaker.
This included general philosophies about film and filmmaking
supported by personal anecdotes
as well as examples of different
kinds of film.
Lee began his lecture by saying, “Film is an extremely powerful communication vehicle.” This
idea was one upon which the
entire lecture seemed to be based.
Lee theorized that it was perhaps
from this power that the societal
popularity of film rose and has
persisted.
In the presentation Lee chose
to emphasize three things for new
filmmakers to consider. The first
of these was his belief that in a
world in which it is so easy to get
access to films of varying quality, the most important thing is
to retain high quality as a priority over quantity. He also emphasized the importance of marketing
and distribution once a film has
been completed. The third piece

of advice he had fore new filmmakers was that opportunities
are everywhere and all new filmmaker must do is take advantage
of them.
Lee emphasized the importance of taking into account the
power of combining visual and
auditory components in filmmaking. As a demonstration of the
power of sound in filmmaking,
Lee asked the audience to close
their eyes while he played clips of
different kinds of music and asked
members to describe what kinds
of things they visualized while the
music was playing.
At the end of the lecture Lee
opened up the floor for questions.
In his answers, he offered advice
for new filmmakers. He said, “Be
willing to work hard, be able to
deal with ambiguity, and perhaps
most importantly, be a storyteller.”
When asked what he felt his liberal arts education did to help him
in his career, Lee answered that he
felt Lawrence had imbued in him
an ability to communicate well
with and understand people in a
variety of situations.
Lee was brought to campus
by the career center after working out scheduling conflicts. “Our
alumni are always eager to do
what they can to help current
students,” said Dean of Career
Services, Mary Meany ’83. “That’s
the magic of Lawrence.”
In addition to bringing speakers such as Lee to campus, the
career center also has “Guest
Drop-in Hours” with mentors and
hosts. Some of these Guest Drop-in
Hours are scheduled for Thursday,
May 9 with Shaun Donnelly ’68
to discuss working in the State

of the up coming book “College
(Un)Bound” Jeffrey Selingo, Vice
President for Personal and Career
Development at Wake Forest
University Andy Chan, and cofounder of Coursera and Professor
of Computer Science at Stanford
University, Daphne Koller.
Under the big topic of
“Reimagining Liberal Education,”
speakers discussed the status of
liberal arts colleges in modern
society, including the functions
and benefits liberal arts education
brings to students and the influence of online courses on liberal
arts educations.
According to Selingo, “When
we think about higher education
in the United States today, we no
longer have [a] common definition of what it is.” Selingo emphasized that instead of asking what
a student’s major is, it is more

important to ask whether majors
matter at all and whether we are
putting too much emphasis on
them. In Selingo’s opinion, it is
important that students have a
college experience that includes a
passionate faculty, deep research
projects, global experiences and
learning how to fail.
Instead of focusing on the
college experience, Chan emphasized the importance of a student’s career development after
college. Chan believes that students need to go to career services more frequently.
“The idea of trying to understand what career services is
about starts from who you are,”
said Chan. In his view, it may take
time for students to understand
their values and interests, but it

a collection of student and community groups, spearheaded by
Downer Feminist Council, hosted
a week of events about domestic abuse and sexual assault, centered on Wednesday’s Take Back
the Night march.
On May 7th, the day before
the march, a collection of student
and community groups, including
Downer Feminist Council, SHARB,
LifeLine, GLOW and Harbor House
hosted a tabling fair in Warch.
Tables shared resources and
information regarding sexual and
domestic violence.
“If someone leaves this fair
knowing more about issues of
domestic violence and can name
some places in the community
that can help, I’ve achieved my
goal,” Downer Feminist Council
President and junior Lauren
Schulte said.
On-campus resources were

highlighted, including Lawrence’s
LifeLine suicide prevention program, run through counseling services.
“Sexual assault and domestic
abuse are very traumatic events
and have an important effect on
health and safety, emotionally and
mentally,” student representative of LifeLine and junior Rachel
Calvert said. “We’re here to help
people affected by those events as
they work through the emotional
trauma.”
The fair also hosted representatives from Harbor House,
one of Appleton’s domestic abuse
shelters and programming centers.
“Harbor House is here to raise
awareness for people who may
need our services, to show that
we’re here in the Appleton community,” Education and Outreach
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Events discuss dark topic of sexual violence to inspire preventative action
Chelsea Johnson
Staff Writer

____________________________________

In the United States, one in
four women are victims of abusive
relationships, occurring disproportionally to women ages 16-24.
At Lawrence University, that age
and gender bracket includes a
little over fifty percent of the student population. Some students
knew they had to do something
to bring attention to this issue at
Lawrence.
“Since Lawrence is such a
small campus, it’s hard for people
to come forward about issues like
this,” Art House Liaison and junior
Sophie Durbin said. “The more
we reach out and show that there
are people who believe something
needs to be done about it, the
more people that will come forward.”
For the third year in a row,

INSIDEVIEW:

This week’s top
news and views

See page 2

Lawrence students work to “take back the night” as they begin their annual march.
Photo by Katie Crawford
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Colored women and allies gather to address prejudice, body image
Lucy Pipkin
Staff Writer

______________________

The new student organization
All is One! Empowering Women of
Color held their welcoming meeting and informational session
on the evening of Sunday, May 5.
Forming a large circle on the main
floor of the Diversity Center, students gathered to ask questions
and discuss events they would like
to hold in the future. They also
gathered to discuss and develop
the group’s purpose, which is
to address issues surrounding
women of color on campus such
as prejudice, sexuality, body ownership, and self-esteem.
An active member of cultural
clubs such as CODA and VIVA and
also a member of DFC, AIO president and senior Brienne Colston
spearheaded the development of
the group. “We created this club
because we felt that the intersec-

Violence

continued from page 1
Advocate Christina Romatowski
said. “We also are here to recruit
people who might be interested in
working with this issue.”
Students interested in volunteering with Harbor House can
contact junior Corinne Kocher,
who has been volunteering for the
past three years at the Appleton
shelter.
“One of the easiest ways to
get involved is providing childcare while women are in support
groups,” Kocher said.
Helping provide support for
victims is a priority for people
working on domestic and sexual abuse and is one of the key
components of the Take Back the
Night march.
“Take Back the Night is
the landmark event of its kind,”
Durbin said. “It takes place during
the night as a metaphor, because
so often the first thing you hear
as a rape prevention tip is to not
go out at night alone. Take Back
the Night is a group of passionate
people going out and taking the

tion of being a woman and being
a minority woman in America
was not addressed at Lawrence
University,” Colston stated. “I feel
that other organizations have
tried to include the views of
women of color, but it was never
to the extent of which I, personally, felt was acceptable.”
Long in the making, AIO was
conceived in the fall by members
of Beta Psi Nu, a predominantly African American sorority on
campus. AIO Vice President and
freshman Brittni Adekoya is also
a recent member of Beta Psi Nu.
“Being in a sorority, we strive to
provide support to each other,”
Adekoya said, “so to create this
organization, we wanted to provide support to all women of
color on campus and spread that
around.”
AIO plans on holding a few
events this term and has considered other event proposals from
students. A sexual health work-

night back.”
Take Back the Night is an
event held nation-wide to raise
awareness that domestic violence
and sexual assault are still problems within many communities
and provide a healing space for
victims. The Lawrence march concludes with a speak-out portion
where victims can share their stories in a safe, supportive space.
In tandem with Take Back the
Night, a forum on sexual violence
was organized by junior Huma
Hakimzada this past Wednesday
from 5:00-6:15 p.m. in Warch. The
forum was a response to a panel
on rape culture that was held during Women’s Empowerment Week
earlier this term. Said Hakimzada
of the event, “At the panel [during
Women’s Empowerment Week]
we only had a few guys, and most
events like this are attended by
women. At the forum there were
a lot more guys and, more importantly, guys that were asking and
responding to questions. This is
a very sensitive topic and the fact
that students, both guys and girls,
are showing willingness to talk
about it and understand it better
is the first step to making a differ-

shop catering to women of color
is set for this term. When asked
why AIO chose to target it that
way, Colston said, “There are a lot
of STDs that the percentages are
higher for minority women, and
a lot of that connects to personal
self-esteem, self-worth and acceptance of society.”
A potential plan for next
year is a trip to the annual White
Privilege conference, which took
place in Seattle this April. Also
discussed were ideas of bringing
in speakers from the region and
a proposal for a panel on women
and color in relationships. At the
end of next year, AIO hopes to
hold a banquet honoring those
who have promoted social justice
and equality for women of color
on campus.
Colston is eager to work
with other organizations on campus to fully incorporate into the
Lawrence community. “We are
excited for future collaborations

LUCC Update

ence and fixing the problem.”
This year, Lawrence’s march
opened with author, blogger, and
businesswoman Leslie Morgan
Steiner, activist and author, who
discussed domestic abuse with
the members of the Lawrence and
Appleton communities.
“Not only are we here as a
group of people for anybody who
needs an emotional outlet, but
we’re here speaking out against
these issues,” Schulte said. “Even if
somebody is in the audience who
has never revealed their abuse,
they can see us talking about it
and know they’re not alone.”

with other groups on campus, and
we’re glad to be a new addition
to the different cultural clubs,”
Colston stated.
“I just wanted to reiterate
that this organization is not just

for women of color,” Adekoya said.
“All are welcome: male, female,
shape, size, color or orientation.”
All is One! Empowering Women of
Color Meets Wednesdays at 8 p.m.
in Warch.

Students shared their opinions on what direction the organization should go in.
Photo by Thao Nguyen

Tedx

continued from page 1
is important that during this process they talk with others to find
opportunities that connect them
with the world.
Mary Meany, Dean of Career
Services at Lawrence, also
believes that students should not
be afraid to visit Career Services
office early in their college career.
She agreed with Chan that everyone has a right to be employed or
accepted to the graduate school of
his/her choice, but it takes work,
time and effort.
Said Meany, “Our Career
Services team offers much of what
his [Chan’s] team does, although

Film

continued from page 1
Department and international
business.
Elsewhere on campus, other
efforts are being made towards
engendering filmmaking on campus as Catherine Tatge ’72 over-

on a smaller scale, given the size
of Lawrence…Our team can help
students work through the process step-by-step and can help
the students who have no idea
what they want to do discern their
path.”
In senior Jake Woodford’s
opinion, TEDxLawrenceU is
“exactly the kind of thing our institution needs to be doing more of.”
He agrees that a liberal arts education produces “effective communicators with deep and wide
bases of knowledge and interests”
as well as “global citizens.” For
him, the fact that Lawrence alumni
were at the event was “more proof
that a Lawrence education can
serve as an intellectual foundation
for great things in the future.”

sees the creation of the Hurvis
Center for Interdisciplinary Film
Studies and works on strengthening film on campus.
Senior Camilla Grove said
after the speech, “It was really
cool to see a Lawrence alum come
back and take time out of his busy
schedule to show us how to use
our liberal arts education after
Lawrence.”

LUCC is now appointing chairs and members to committees. Applications are available on the 4th floor of the Warch Campus Center and on
the LUCC website. Applications are due
Monday, May 13th
at the LUCC drop box on the 4th floor of the campus center or they can
be sent electronically to LUCC@lawrence.edu.

The final meeting times/dates for Steering committee and
Finance committee are coming up.
Steering committee will be having its final meeting of the
term at 8pm in the Arthur-Vining Davis room of the Warch
Campus Center on May 14th.
Finance committee will be having its final meetings of the
term at 8pm in the Kraemer room of the Warch Campus
Center on May 16th.
There will be a general council meeting Monday, May 13th,
at 4:40pm in the Esch-Hurvis room (2nd floor of the Warch
Campus Center). LUCC general council meetings are open

to all members of the Lawrence community! Come share
your thoughts and concerns or feel free to email LUCC with
any community concerns at LUCC@lawrence.edu.
Get more information about forms, deadlines, and current
announcements by visiting the LUCC page on the new
Lawrence website!
Visit us at http://www.lawrence.edu/students/student_life/
lucc
Like our Facebook page for updates and more information Lawrence University Community Council!
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by Alfredo Duque

Fountain of Youth (and Water)
Kevin Specht
Columnist

____________________________________

Do you know which building
is our real unsung hero of campus
architecture? If you don’t, you are
about to find out.
Hello and welcome to the
20th edition of Specht Pages,
the true and supreme voice of
Lawrence University. In this issue,
we will be exploring the wonders of the Wriston Art Center.
Built in 1989, the Center has been
making our campus beautiful and
housing a world of creativity for
almost a quarter century. A whole
generation of students have been
tantalized by the beautiful redcheckered brick (which is currently crumbling, so grab a chunk
as a souvenir!), blue trim and slate
roof. This building’s architecture,
unlike most others on campus,
extends beyond the walls of the
construction itself to external
structures such as the amphitheater, benches and the huts at the
front of the building. Specifically,
in this article we are focusing on
the fountain north of the building.
For those of you unfamiliar
with this fountain, it’s in operation
when it is not freezing outside,
consists largely of stainless steel
and was built with Americanquality workmanship.
Every time I walk past this
beautiful landmark, I think; “How
could this be better utilized?” In
this article, I will lead you in an
exploration of the fun things that
we could do with the fountain
-- most of these would land you
in trouble with campus security.
Here are a few of those things:
1. First and most obvious,
pour a bottle of laundry detergent
in the water. This will make the
fountain overflow with beautiful
foam and bubbles!
2. After filling the fountain
with soap, perhaps it will be time
to hop in and grab a shower. I bet
you can fit three to four people in

the fountain at a time.
3. Get a group of friends and
start a water pistol fight! This is
the perfect location. There are two
obvious bases and plenty of places
you can use for cover. Plus, you
can fill up at the fountain.
4. Add a large quantity of
food coloring to the fountain to
change its color. Better yet, pour
in a few buckets of Kool-Aid mix.
It will be a nice, refreshing treat
for all of campus. Similarly, you
can throw in about a thousand
tea bags into the fountain along
with a few barrels of ice and make
iced tea!
5. Put on your swimming suit
and snorkel and have a good time.
6. Introduce an exotic breed
of fish into the fountain. Perhaps
you can acquire some cool, glowing fish from the science building.
7. On a warm day, go to the
corner store and buy several
hundred packets of Ramen. Even
though the package encourages
you to cook Ramen, I have found
that it is not entirely necessary. It
is possible to get the noodles to
become soft in cold water over the
course of several hours. If you find
yourself with too much culinary
cash at the end of the term, feel
free to feed the whole campus!
8. Have you ever heard of
a bidet? Would you like to feel
European? Go for it.
9. Although this would be
better around Halloween, you
could fill the fountain with apples
and invite some friends for a game
of bob for apples. Be careful of
mono though. You could feel really
sleepy.
10. Remote-control boats
would be fun. Perhaps LUCC can
buy us some with the official
Specht Pages logo printed on the
side.
11. Last, and perhaps most
importantly, buy several hundred
glow sticks, cut them open, and
pour the liquid center into the

See page 12

Events This Week
Friday May 10

Saturday May 11

8pm: Spring Term
12pm-11pm: LU-APlay: “The Plough and Roo! (Quad)
the Stars” (Stansbury
Theater)
8pm: Musical Cake:
Sound and Space in
“Portal” (Cinema)

personality
supplements
The Unslut Project: Micha was a Middle School Outcast
Micha Saxton
Columnist

____________________________________

Have you heard about “The
Unslut Project”? It’s this absolutely riveting Tumblr chronicling
the sixth grade woes of a 1998
middle schooler, Emily. A very
brave woman decided to publish
her diaries from the time to advocate for those bullied in middle
school.
And, my lord, was her little
11-year old life complicated! I
can’t imagine balancing that much
drama today, but somehow, we all
did at the time. And falling in love
every other weekend! Those were
the days -- talk about turnover.
I don’t want to give too much

away, but her story develops into
a rather vicious love triangle
between Emily, her on-again-off
-again boyfriend Zach, and her
best friend (turned worst enemy)
Steph. Oh, it’s absolutely addictive.
I’m not sure about you, but I
go batty for this sort of thing. My
middle school experience was no
short of hell (rather appropriate
in a Catholic school) and I just
love to revisit those horrible years
through another person’s trauma.
It’s therapeutic.
And damn, could little
11-year old Emily write!
My only friend in seventh and
eighth grade was the “school slut.”
She was the first in class to have

sex and it was such a big to-do.
After falling from tons of friends
and happy to be a complete social
outcast between fifth and seventh
grade, I stuck to her like glue.
Her life was exciting to me. This
little bit of drama, even though it
wasn’t really my own, shaped my
identity for years to come. I was
a perpetual tease long after she
and I parted ways and was given
a fast reputation in certain circles
simply by association -- so much
of me craved the attention. Just
to be wanted, if even in the worst
way possible! I was all bark and
no bite.
I remember playing at her
house when a few boys from the

See page 12

with Inanna Craig-Morse

Sunday May 12

12pm-5pm: Quad Ball
(Quad)

3pm and 8pm: Spring 5pm: Electroacoustic
Term Play: “The
Music Lecture/
Plough and the Stars” Performance (Hurvis)
(Stansbury Theater)
7:30pm-11:30pm:
7pm: Cheeseball
LU-A-Roo! (Esch hurComedy Tour (Esch)
vis)
8pm: Dance:
“Suffering, Strong and 7:30pm: American
10pm: ACC Party:
Free: The Romantic
Guild of Organists
Jungle Fever (Sage
Ballerina” (Esch)
(AGO) Concert
Hall Basement)
(Chapel)

Monday May 13

Tuesday May 14

Wednesday May 15

Thursday May 16
11am-1:30pm:
Magpie’s Thrift Store
is Open! (Table near
Andrew Commons)

10am-4pm:
Visiting Artist: D. L.
11am-1:30pm:
Simmons, Printmaker Magpie’s Thrift Store
4:30pm: LUCC
(Downstairs Wriston) is Open! (Table near
General Council
Andrew Commons) 8pm: Opera Scenes
Meeting (Esch Hurvis)
(Stansbury Theater)
4:30pm: Dinner at
Diversity Center Make Your Own Roll
(Diversity Center)
7pm: Syria Panel
(Cinema)

8pm: BSU Presents:
Bridging the Gap
(Harper Hall)
9pm: Housing
Selection: Singles
Selection (Hurvis)

8:30pm: Wade
Fernandez & the
Black Wolf Band
(Esch)

9pm: Film: “The
Philadelphia Story” 1940 (Cinema)

The opinions expressed in this section are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. All facts are as provided by the
authors. The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The
Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Dramatic season ends in MWC Championship
Mackenzie Dwyer
Staff Writer

____________________________________

Crazy Wisconsin weather
has inconvenienced and bumped
around this year’s softball schedule, but the wet conditions finally
worked in Lawrence’s favor as the
Midwest Conference Tournament
moved to Whiting Field, giving the
Vikings home-field advantage.
The double-elimination tournament consisted of four teams
and began on Saturday with the
Vikings defeating Lake Forest
College, 3-2. Freshman Tierney
Duffy scored the first run of the
tournament in the third inning,
and senior Shannon Murray homered in the top of the sixth. Lake
Forest finally showed some fight
in the bottom of the sixth when
shortstop Sam Ritsema hit a tworun homer to tie the game 2-2. In
the 9th, junior Alyssa Geipel hit a
line single to right, and eventually
scored off a sac-fly by Duffy, which
put the Vikings up for good.
With the 3-2 victory, the
Vikings moved on to play Saturday
evening against Cornell College,
where the team fell 6-2. Lawrence

started off strong and their chances seemed promising. Freshman
Anna Wawiorka singled in the second inning, advanced to second
on a sacrificed bunt and scored
on an error. Lawrence had their
second and final run of the game
in the third inning when senior
Cathy Kaye scored on Murray’s
double. However, Cornell took
control with some big hits, as two
players went 3-for-3. The loss
sent Lawrence into an elimination
game on Sunday morning, where
Kaye’s walk-off homer propelled
the team to a 5-4 victory over St.
Norbert College.
Lawrence once again tallied
the first run, as freshman Savanna
Marsicek reached on a single,
stole second, advanced on a wild
pitch and finally touched home
on Wawiorka’s single. The Vikings
added another run in the fifth
frame with Murray’s RBI, scoring Kane. But St. Norbert came
up with runs of their own, racking up four, with the final coming in the top of the 7th. Trailing
4-2, the Vikings needed to get in
gear if they wanted to advance
in the tournament. In the bot-

tom of the 7th, Geipel reached
on an error by the St. Norbert
first baseman, and junior Cory
Paquette followed by doubling to
put runners on second and third.
Finally, Kaye came up to bat and
smashed a walk-off three-run
homer to send the Vikings to the
Midwest Conference Tournament
Championship game, and not to
mention added an amazing story
to the books.
The Vikings played their

final game of the season Sunday
evening, falling to Cornell 9-0 in
the MWC Championship game.
Achieving second place in the
Conference is the team’s best
performance since 1999, when
the Vikings won the league title.
Lawrence went 21-15 this season, their best since their 31 wins
in 1999. It appears that the program is turning around, and with
a strong freshman class, the future
looks promising.

School

Junior Alyssa Geipel avoids a tag at the plate.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

LU Golf team finishes with record-best season
Erik Soderlund

Staff Writer

________________________

Lawrence University men’s
golf competed in the Midwest
Conference
Championships
this past weekend and they
did not disappoint. At beautiful
Aldeen Golf Club in Rockford, Ill.,
Lawrence boasted the best score
in the school’s history as they finished tied for fourth place with
Grinnell College.
Three rounds of scheduled
play on the weekend included a
dramatic turn of events, as day
three’s 18 was reduced to a round
of nine holes due to poor weather
conditions. “The best part about

the weekend was how beautiful the course was and of course
how well we finished. The course
was very hard, with fast greens
and the harsh weather conditions
made it even harder to perform
well,” explained sophomore Anton
Olsson.
Olsson recorded the Vikings’
second best score overall, shooting
25 over (81, 38, 86) tying for 17th
place in conference. Shooting 18
over (82, 39, 77), Lawrence freshman Rudi Pino had the team’s best
score, and finished tied for eighth.
“I think my play was inconsistent
but a good learning experience.
We have a lot of potential and can
make the tournament next year
again; we just all need to play

Inside The Locker Room:
Women’s Outdoor Track
Jenny Angeli
Staff Writer

____________________________________

High jump, shot put or the
50-yard dash, the ladies of the
track and field team are giving us
a glimpse Inside The Locker Room!
Junior Anna Ratliff was asked
what the team’s pre-meet rituals
were and replied, “The women’s
team has dinner the night before
meets to relax, talk about goals
and just get pumped for our races
the next day. Also every week we
are assigned someone on the team
to make a good luck card for and
cheer them on at the meet.” Right
before race time they get together for a team cheer and prepare
for competition, with their meet
buddy right there cheering them
on.
Many of these ladies have
spent years as members of this
team and it never seems to get old.
When asked what her favorite part
of being a member of the women’s track team is, Ratliff went on
to say, “The people! Everyone is
hilarious, hard-working and some
of my best friends on campus.
We have such a wide range of
personalities, so it never gets bor-

ing.” Even new additions to the
team have nothing but wonderful
things to say. Freshman Vanessa
Cattleman explains that not only
do her teammates support her out
on the track, but also in academics. It is clear that they push each
other to achieve high standards
both physically and mentally.
Finally, on a lighter note, if
the women of the outdoor track
team were to take part in a movie,
Ratliff believes it would be an
action movie, with a bit of romance
involved as well. Freshman Liza
Girsova could do the stunts, especially anything involving the need
to run at insane speeds, because
this girl is one speedy sprinter.
Perhaps the gorgeous freshman
Genna Matt would take the starring role in the romantic parts of
the movie. Cattleman thinks the
team would stick to what they
know best and star in a movie
about track. Either way, the ladies
of the outdoor track team are talented athletes and are definitely
people to watch.

Standings

more consistent. I am very proud
of our team and our performance.
However, we can play even better
than we played this past weekend,” commented Pino. Pino’s
exceptional play throughout the
year awarded him the Midwest
Player of the Week at the end of
April and he finished the season
ranked number one in the MWC.
His results in the conference tournament did not shy away from
that trend, earning him a spot on
the Midwest All-Conference Team.
“I feel very privileged and humbled to receive this honor. I did
not expect to achieve this award
at the beginning of year and Anton
(Olsson) is just as deserving of the
award as I am. We have a lot good

players continuing to improve and
our play this weekend showed
that. As we approach next year,
I am certain things will only get
better.” Also noteworthy from the
weekend was freshman Michael
Vaubel’s tie for 19th place, after
scoring 26 over (84, 43, 79).
With the number one and
two ranked Midwest Conference
players all season long, Lawrence
golf surely had a stellar season. As
they now focus their eyes on the
future and the 2014 season, freshman Pino is optimistic: “We have
a couple guys coming in that can
help us a lot. If we can get another
player to consistently break 80,
we have a great chance of winning
conference.”

Intramurals Update:
Week Seven

Zach Ben-Amots

Staff Writer

________________________

Down by three points with
six seconds left on the clock, A
Bunch of Goons quickly pushed
the basketball up court. Senior
John Revis pulled up for a lastsecond shot to tie his brother’s
(C.J. Revis) freshman squad, The
Monstars. The Goons, threetime defending champions and
the highest seeded team in the
tournament, had one last chance
to avoid elimination. The ball
clanked off of the back of the rim
just as the buzzer sounded to end
the game. “Moments like that are
what make intramural sports so
much fun,” said Monstars captain
Wesley Varughese. “We didn’t end
up winning the championship, but
beating an undefeated team in the
playoffs felt just as good as being
champions.”
Varughese and two of his
teammates, Constantine Revis and
Jusuf Sarancic, have enjoyed intramurals so much that they decided
to take on administrative roles,
as well. The three were recent-

ly named Student Intramural
Coordinators and were able to
design and operate their first
sporting event, with a dodgeball
tournament this past weekend. A
crew made up of the men’s basketball team beat out the other
eight teams to become Spring
Term dodgeball champions. The
tournament had one of the biggest
turnouts of any intramural event
all year.
With the intramural schedule
officially complete, the new coordinators are preparing to expand
all of the leagues for the coming year. “Our main goals are to
improve publicity so that more
people can get involved, particularly freshman,” said Varughese.
“We’d like to expand dodgeball
into a season-type setting, instead
of just a single tournament each
term. We are also looking into the
possibility of intramural kickball.”
While student involvement gradually increased over
the course of the year, scheduling issues kept multiple teams
from participating in wiffleball and winter basketball.

continued from page 7

Conf. Overall

Men’s Tennis - Final Standings
North
Lawrence *
4-0
14-7
Carroll *
3-1
12-8
St. Norbert
2-2
6-11
Lake Forest
1-3
9-11
Ripon
0-4
3-14
South
Grinnell *
4-0 22-11
Monmouth *
3-1
9-9
Cornell
2-2
12-6
Knox
1-3
7-15
Illinois Col.
0-4
0-11
Baseball
North
Ripon *+
St. Norbert *
Beloit
Carroll
Lawrence

14-2
12-4
7-9
4-11
2-13

21-13
24-11
11-21
16-20
11-24

13-3
8-8
7-8
7-9
4-11

21-11
13-19
12-22
13-19
8-25

Softball - Final Standings
North
St. Norbert *+
10-4
Lawrence *
7-7
Carroll
8-6
Ripon
5-9
Beloit
5-9

20-15
21-15
12-22
11-17
7-29

South
Knox *
Grinnell *
Cornell
Illinois Col.
Monmouth

South
Lake Forest *
Cornell *
Illinois Col.
Monmouth
Knox
Grinnell

12-3
9-6
10-5
8-7
5-10
1-14

17-18
23-14
20-14
15-19
6-25
1-28

* - Qualified for MWC Tournament
+ - Host MWC Tournament

Statistics are courtesy of www.
mchahockey.com and www.
midwestconference.org
and are current as of
May 08, 2013.
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Mystery Athletes
by: Amanda Ollerer

Clare Bruning

Mystery Athlete # 1

Staff Writer

_______________________

1) What is your hometown? And what
high school did you go to?
“Denver, Colo. Denver East High School.”
2) Who is your idol, and why?

Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

3) Why did you start playing softball?

LU Baseball drops two
vs. Carroll University

“I would have to say my idol is my mom.
She has relentlessly encouraged me to do
so many things to reach my full potential
(even when I didn’t necessarily want the
advice at the time.) She instilled so many
great values and ideals in me throughout
my life and I know I wouldn’t be the person I am today if it weren’t for her constant
love and support.”

“My dad was the first person to put a ball and glove in my hands. It was a great way for him and I to
spend quality time together, and for me to express my rambunctiousness. It’s been something that has
kept us close ever since.”
4) What has been your favorite part of playing softball at Lawrence?

“My favorite part of playing ball at Lawrence has definitely been playing with teammates who love
and appreciate the game as much as I do. A lot of us have been playing ever since we could walk, so
it’s really nice to have that common ground from the get go, but to build the relationships that I have
with my team has been truly amazing.”
5) If you could have any super power, what would it be and why?
“Hmmm...the ability to be invisible or fly would be totally boss.”

Mystery Athlete # 2
1) What is your hometown? And what high
school did you go to?

Whiting Field, home of the
Lawrence University baseball
team was thoroughly soaked
by the steady spring rain of last
week, postponing the originally
scheduled doubleheader against
Carroll University (15-19, 4-10
MWC) from Saturday, May 4 to
Wednesday, May 8. Fortunately,
the skies cleared and the weather
cooperated for the first VikingPioneer game of the series on
Sunday, May 5, at Carroll. But
much to the Vikings’ dismay, the
day’s competition yielded little
success. After a close 13-12 opening loss, Lawrence (10-23, 1-13
MWC) was unable to keep up with
Carroll in the second game, and
fell 9-0.
“For our first game we hit
the ball pretty well, which was
good to see,” said senior pitcher Alex Brewer, reflecting on his
team’s consistent batting but noting problems that arose pitchingwise. “We left the ball up in the
hitting zone a bit too much, which
made it tough.”
The teams battled for control early in the first game, each
scoring one in the first inning.
Lawrence took the lead with
another run on a Carroll error
in the second, but the Pioneers
outscored the Vikings 5-3 in the
bottom of the third. After two

uneventful innings, Lawrence
sophomore Jake Gordon hit a double to score junior Aaron Benz,
tying the game at 7-7. Carroll
came from behind with four runs
in the 8th inning, but the Vikings
quickly struck back in the top of
the 9th with five runs of their own,
led by sophomore Davis Ogilvie’s
solo homer and RBI’s by freshman
Gabe Warshaw and senior Gabe
Henriques. Entering the bottom
of the 9th down 12-11, Carroll
scored two runs off of Lawrence
errors to secure the win.
The Pioneers switched their
game into high gear for the second
competition of the day. Holding
the Vikings to eight hits and no
runs, Carroll earned a solid 9-0
shutout victory to sweep the doubleheader.
“Carroll really hit the ball
well, which put a lot of pressure
on us to keep up. A lot of the
hard hits we had were right at the
fielders,” said Brewer. Looking forward to the coming competition,
he noted the solid hitting work
the team has been getting done
in practice, and added, “We hope
to continue to throw strikes, but
mix it up and keep the ball down. I
expect that we’ll hit the ball really
well again and hopefully we’ll play
good defense.”
Lawrence and Carroll reconvene for another doubleheader -this time on Viking home turf -- on
Wednesday, May 8 at noon.

“I am from Chicago, Ill. I went to Saint Ignatius”
2) Who is your idol, and why?

“My idol is Drake. I am so proud of him for starting from the bottom and now his whole team is
here. Good for him. Good for him.”
3) Why did you start playing baseball?
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

“I started playing baseball as a kid because
my parents didn’t want me to be that weird kid who never played tee ball. After that, I just always
thought playing baseball was the thing kids were supposed to be doing in the summer. I remember
being really confused when a few of my friends stopped playing and starting doing weird stuff with
their time, like playing lacrosse.”
4) What has been your favorite part of playing baseball at Lawrence?

“The best part about playing baseball at Lawrence has been the bonding we’ve done off the field. We
have an interesting group of guys and when we get together off the field, things get weird. After all,
it’s all about the story!”
5) If you could have any super power, what would it be and why?

“Anyone who wouldn’t choose to be able to fly clearly went wrong somewhere.”

Catcher Tanner DeBettencourt attempts to throw out a runner at second.
Photo courtesy of Paul Wilke

E-mail Sports Editor Reid Trier at reid.j.trier@lawrence.
edu with your guess for this week’s Mystery Athletes.
Winners will receive a small prize!
Teammates will not be eligible for the competition.

Lawrence Track team competes in St. Norbert Triangular
John Revis
Staff Writer

____________________________________

The Lawrence men and women’s track team took the quick
drive up to De Pere, Wisc. on May
4 for a dual meet against rival
St. Norbert College Green Knights.
The host soundly defeated both
Lawrence squads, as the St.
Norbert women won 308-183,
and the men’s team outscored
Lawrence 322-237. Despite the
overall team losses, the Vikings
were able to capture some individual titles in preparation for the
upcoming Midwest Conference
meet.
On the women’s side, the
Vikings took the top three places

in the 400-meter hurdles with
sophomore Anna Bolgrien and
freshmen Sofie Yang and Hayley
Cardinal finishing the race in that
order. Freshman Clare Bruning
placed first in the 5,000-meter
run and freshman Cora Williams
took first in the 1,500-meter run
with senior Amanda Dwyer finishing second. Junior Alyssa Herman
captured the 3,000-meter steeplechase title and senior Rose Tepper
took second in the high jump. In
the throwing events, Yang captured first in the pole vault, with
sophomore Beth Hoster taking third in the discus throw.
Freshman Genna Matt continued
her stellar rookie campaign by
finishing second in the hammer

throw and the javelin throw.
For the men, senior Kofi Fosu
took third in the 100-meter dash.
The 400-meter dash was dominated by the Vikings, as freshmen Tyler Herman, Eddie Rueda,
and junior Graham Jones finished
1-2-3. Senior Sam Stevens continued his solid career by winning the 1,500-meter run with
junior Dan Thoresen right behind
him in second place. Junior Jamie
Brisbois captured first place in the
5,000-meter run, and freshman JP
Ranumas was runner-up in the
110-meter hurdles. In the 400meter hurdles, freshman Ben Bard
placed second, while Ranumas
managed third. Freshmen Cam
Davies and Jonah Laursan placed

in the top two respectively in the
3,000-meter steeplechase.
In the field events, Ranumas
took first in the triple jump. For
the throwers, the men displayed
a great showing, with sophomore
Spencer Swick taking second in
the shot put and hammer throw.
Junior Andy Paider grabbed first
place in the hammer throw and
freshman James Holden placed
second in the javelin throw.
This dual meet served as a
tune-up for the Vikings as they head
into the weekend with their biggest meet of the year, the Midwest
Conference Championships. “This
is what we have been preparing
for all season,” commented Paider.
“Everyone on the team wants to

perform their best at Conference
and I believe that is the direction
we are heading. We are looking to
surprise some people and climb
the standings.”
The conference meet is
set for May 10 and 11 at Beloit
College, and the Vikings will have
to battle some distractions to stay
focused on the task at hand. “With
the weather being really nice and
LU-aroo this weekend, there is
a lot going on around campus,”
added sophomore thrower Nick
Craker. “This meet is very important to us, so everyone on the
team expects each other to stay
focused and determined. It will
definitely be a very competitive
weekend.”
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Too Many
Triangles
“Green” is the enigmatic
answer Too Many Triangles gives
when describing their style. The
band consists of senior Ezra Cahn,
sophomores Alex Babbitt, George
Cadkin, Colin Huggins and Daniel
Palella and freshman Michael
Felzan. The name came from an
incident in the familiar Andrew
Commons. Sitting down to lunch,
somebody came over and had a
plate full of pizza that had triangles of ham, pineapple and tortilla
chips. He sat down, and someone
said, “Dude, too many triangles,”
and that was it. When asked what
their worst or funniest moment
as a band was, a representative
replied, “When we showed up to
the 1987 Grammys in matching
outfits.” You can figure them out
yourselves at 7:30 p.m. Friday,
May 10 in Esch-Hurvis. --Chelsea
Johnson and Eryn Wecker

Porky’s Groove
Machine

Ghost of James

Jake Johengen
Solo artist Jake Johengen
plays “electronic music by using a
loop pedal to layer different parts.”
Though he uses his real name,
he does have a stage name, Big
Jowls, which is inspired by a character from the Cartoon Network
show “Adventure Time” who has
very big jowls. When asked about
his funniest or worst moment
as a performer, he replied, “Uh, I
stepped on my effects pedal once
and bent the volume knob if that’s
funny.” Let’s hope that doesn’t happen again when Jake performs at
8:30 Friday night in Esch-Hurvis.
--Chelsea Johnson and Eryn Wecker

Porky’s Groove Machine consists of seniors Travis Thayer and Matt Gunby,
juniors Casey Frensz, Matt Lowe, Nick Allen, Peter Ehlinger, and Eli Edelmann
and sophomore Tim Carrig, a member currently unable to play. The style of
Porky’s is typically funk, but they always strive to incorporate new sounds
and flavors. Frensz explained that a friend of his came up with Porky’s Groove
Machine’s name, thinking it just sounded funny. The band got a laugh out of it,
too, so they adopted the name. To avoid feeling like “petty thieves,” they legitimized the use of the name by integrating their music and the name and writing
a “funk mythology.” On the band’s Facebook page, you can learn the story of
Porky’s Groove Machine. The band is also working on a Funk Opera version of
the story. The funniest moment for the band according to Frensz was “getting
paid to drink beer and see titties when we had a show at Diablo’s Cantina. What
a life!” However, he claims other members of the band might offer a different suggestion. Regarding the worst moment for the band, Frensz says that Porky’s has
had too many good times so far to remember the bad. --Tyler Kundinger

Shea and I
Starting out as two roommates messing around with a banjo and tambourine,
juniors Shea Love and Inanna Craig-Morse are moving to the LU- Aroo stage performing as the band Shea and I. They will be featured Saturday, May 11 at 2 p.m,
on the Lawrence quad. Love describes their style as “a little bit folksy, a little bit
Joni Mitchell… but mostly Joni Mitchell.” The set will be comprised of some of their
favorite songs including one written by a local Appleton artist. Because LU-Aroo
acted as the catalyst for Love and Craig-Morse to officially become a band, they
struggled at first to decide on one of the most important things for a band: its name.
Craig-Morse explained, “I kept telling people Shea and I are playing, so we just made
that the name.” Love and Craig-Morse met as prospective students visiting campus.
Although not members of the conservatory, Love and Craig-Morse both have backgrounds in vocal performance as members of the Appletones and Lawrence Choir
respectively. --Jeannine Schulz

Ghost of James is a band featuring the talents of senior Paul Smirl, juniors
JP Merz, Kelson Zbichorski, Joram Zbichorski, and Justin Jones. With a style most
easily described as rock ‘n’ roll, Smirl says the band likes to “create dense textures
and experiment with different guitar sounds, but ultimately we just try to write
good, emotive rock songs.” As for the name of the band, Ghost of James comes
from the imagination of a young Smirl. James, now tragically deceased, was an
imaginary character of Paul’s invention. Thus, the name is sort of a tribute to
this character. Smirl says, “It just seemed like a name that fit the music. I didn’t
question it.” The band’s record, “Disappear,” is available for free download or CD
purchase at ghostofjames.bandcamp.com. Business aside, the funniest moment for
the band was after a show in Milwaukee, when they got a slur of compliments from
a “drunk dude.” Though the inebriated man was appreciative of the music, he had
questionable knowledge of musical gear, which was evidenced when “he claimed
to have a pedal that could lower his guitar ten octaves.” The band’s worst moment
is also funny. The band was in Beloit playing a house show at the college, and they
wanted to have dinner with the girl who coordinated the event. After waiting over
an hour to get food that was mediocre at best, (so bad that Merz’s sweet potatoes
were suspected as baby food) the band was late for their own show. While the students at Beloit were forgiving and loved the show anyway, the band would advise
anyone stopping through Beloit not to eat at Rose’s! --Tyler Kundinger

Union Street
Brass Band
Union Street Brass Band is made up of seniors Tristan Barron, Chris Misch,
Mark McKee, Alex Norris, Alec Robinov, Greg Siegrist and Jake Wiele; juniors Matt
Lowe, Andy Plank and Greg Riss; sophomores Joe Connor and Jack Lussenden;
and George Pelton (’12). They will be playing LU-Aroo Saturday, May 11 at noon.
Although Union Street Brass Band’s Facebook page describes the musical
style as a “funk, soul, hip-hop, pop and ‘riot jazz’” combination, Siegrist, the band
founder, prefers to think of their music as the type that might be “played before
a heavyweight boxing championship.”
Siegrist, a member of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, founded the band after realizing that, for a music fraternity, the members of Sinfonia rarely actually played
music together. Using Sinfonia as a starting place to reach out to new members,
Union Street Brass Band is currently comprised of wind and percussion musicians from all over campus.
Future gigs for the band include a soon-to-be announced Greenfire party
and, returning to their namesake venue, the Union Street Block Party. --Jeannine
Schulz

Andrew Kraemer, Matt Gunby,
Karl Mayer and Tony Darling make
up the sound of And How!, describing their style as rock-jam bandpunk-funk. They write music by
recording jam sessions and fleshing out the best jams into songs.
Because of the collaborative nature
of the band, they also had a long process of determining a name. Some
trial names were pretty interesting,
to say the least, including Kraemer
Fucks. Eventually the inspiration for
the final name, And How!, came
from the animated short, “Rejected
Cartoons.” As you might guess,
Kraemer claims the band has had
many funny moments, but an especially funny moment was during
a show in a dorm room freshman
year: So many people showed up
that the humidity in the room set
the fire alarm off. --Tyler Kundinger

And How!

All Illustrations by
Staff Artist Cori Lin
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LU-Aroo 2013 performers
The Dilla Gents
What started as a cover band for J Dilla (the famed music producer) has
grown into The Dilla Gents. The members, who share a respect for J Dilla, took
the common thread they shared to start practicing some of their favorite songs
of his. The current members include senior Cameron Carrus on bass, junior J.P.
Merz on guitar, Rob Sweedler on keyboard, senior Kristen Olson on drums, senior
Chris Misch on trombone and Lawrence graduate Cary Foxx on tenor sax. They
aim for “progressive jazz hip-hop stuff, trying to use our knowledge from school
to approach it from a jazz side while melding the six individual tastes we have
outside of jazz and putting it into hip-hop.” The band’s career seems to have been
mostly smooth sailing. When asked what their worst or funniest band momet was,
Carrus replied, “I can’t think of any…everything’s been good.” You can see them do
their jazz-hip-hop fusion at 9:30 p.m. on Friday, May 10 in Esch. --Chelsea Johnson
and Eryn Wecker

The Involuntary
String Band
The Involuntary String Band formed after junior Martha McDonnell (fiddle)
and senior Davey Harrison (mandolin/vocals) ran into each other at a Punch
Brothers concert. Realizing their shared love of bluegrass, McDonnell and
Harrison asked junior Nick Allen (bass) and freshman Ilan Blanck (guitar/banjo)
to join their quest to bring a bit more bluegrass to Lawrence.
Describing the style of their music, McDonnell explains how “we call ourselves bluegrass, but we’re hardly just bluegrass.” Arranging their own music
allows for the members’ diverse musical backgrounds in jazz, classical guitar, funk,
traditional bluegrass and Celtic folk music to blend together into what might be
called a style of progressive bluegrass or “newgrass.”
LU-Aroo will be the biggest venue The Involuntary String Band has played, but
they have gained momentum this academic year by playing at the Viking Room and
the café, and the group is scheduled to perform at Convocation on May 23.
In addition to their live performances, The Involuntary String Band recorded
studio versions of their songs, “21” and “Run Away,” which can be found on their
website: http://theinvoluntarysb.wix.com/involuntarysb. --Jeannine Schulz

How To: Protect yourself from the summer sun
Chelsey Choy
Staff Writer

______________________________

The sky is clear. The sun is bright.
Students happily put on their shorts and
tees, exchanging their socks for sandals
and knitted hats for baseball caps. On the
quad, one group of students is seen playing beach volleyball on a makeshift sand
court. Another group watches nearby, tanning in the sun. In front of Main Hall,
students picnic on the lawn, reading and
studying. The spring festivities last all
day, in between classes and after working
hours with music playing in the background. As the sun sets, students pack up
their bags and towels and head home.
As May rolls around, many students have enjoyed the spring weather.
However, many also acquired something
else: sunburn. After an extended winter,
many students quickly jump at the chance
to get outside and enjoy the sunshine, disregarding safe sun protection.
This how-to section is a simple
reminder to block out the sun and protect
your skin.

1. Wear sunscreen. Sunscreen is the
simplest way to protect your skin. This
form of sun protection requires reapplication every four hours. As long as the UV
protection level is above 35 SPF, you’re

good to go.
2. Wear sunglasses or a hat. Eyes
are also susceptible to the sun. Wearing
sunglasses will reduce the sun’s ultraviolet
rays and keep your eyes safe. A hat will also
do the job, which can be both stylish and

protective.
3. Hydrate. Drinking water is very
important. Although temperatures have not
reached staggering levels where hydrating
is absolutely necessary, it is a good reminder to keep yourself even more hydrated
than usual, as dehydration can lead to headache and heatstroke. Thankfully, the café
provides a steady supply of cups and iced
water for students to enjoy. Take advantage
of the campus’s resources and drink up.
Although a person can overlook these
simple tips, it is a good idea to take simple
measures into action. Creating positive habits will not only benefit a person in the
future but also in the present as well.
Wearing a tee on top of sunburned
shoulders is not very comfortable and neither is dealing with a sunburned face. Take
proactive measures to ensure your comfort
and safety.
Spring has arrived, so soak up the
sun. But remember to block out the sun’s
rays with sunscreen, sunglasses or a hat to
practice personal outdoor safety. Hydrate
throughout the day to replenish and take
care of your skin. Have fun!

Midwest music festivals offer both day and nighttime fun
Devin Ross
Staff Writer

______________________________________________

As we approach the weekend, the highly anticipated event, LU-Aroo, is on everyone’s mind. The excitement of off-campus
headliners, laying out in the sun and, of
course, the beer garden are looming before
us as we finish off seventh week. So for
those of you who have too much homework
or term papers occupying every corner of
your mind and won’t be able to attend the
event, I have good news: There are all kinds
of other music festivals going on over the
summer that you can check out.
In my mind, I categorize festivals into
two groups: day festivals and camping festivals. If you’re one of those people who likes
to show up for one or two headliners at a

Corrections

The Lawrentian wishes to correct the following information regarding the mental
health services article from last week’s
issue:
-Walk-in hours are intended only
for urgent psychological concerns, otherwise students should make an appoint-

festival and only be there for a couple of
hours, day festivals are the way to go.
Summerfest, the two-week long festival at the end of June and beginning of July,
is advertised as “The Worlds Largest Music
Festival.” This Milwaukee-based festival has
some great headliners this year. They have
everything from Fun. to Tom Petty and
The Heartbreakers, Jason Aldean and Pretty
Lights.
Lollapalooza and North Coast, the
Chicago day-festivals, are great if you’re
interested in heavily stacked alternative
and electronic dance music lineups. This
year, Lollapalooza is advertising The Cure,
Mumford & Sons, The Killers, Nine Inch
Nails and Phoenix as their headliners. North
Coast, having only released its first wave of

ment.
-Kiki with Kathleen is not sponsored
by GLOW but by Couseling Services. They
meet on Monday at 5:30 pm instead of
5:00 pm.
-Peter Glick wishes to retract the
statement “I used to be a fencer, they
didn’t want me back, “ made in the Secret
Life of Profs as a result of misquoting.

headliners, is showing Wu-Tang, AfroJack
and Big Gigantic. These festivals are great,
and I find myself coming back every year
but I always find a warning necessary: You
will find yourselves surrounded by scantily clad high school girls and completely
wasted twenty-something guys. For those
of you interested in a new electronic music
festival in Chicago, I would highly suggest
checking out Spring Awakening. Only in its
second year, it boasts headliners such as
Bassnectar, Calvin Harris and Moby, with
still more to be announced.
The other genre, and my favorite, is
the camping festivals. Summer Camp Music
Festival, Electric Daisy Carnival, Summer
Set Music Festival, Electric Forest and, of
course, Bonnaroo are just a few of the

Intramurals
continued from page 4

Varughese, Revis and Sarancic hope to

many choices you have if you’re interested
in some music and camping this summer.
However, going to a camping festival is
a whole new experience if you’ve never
been to one. You’ll spend three to four days
covered in dirt, hiking through tents, laying
around in the sun and dancing your brains
out. Every third person you look at will be
a hippy and the girl next to the hippy will
most likely be wearing pasties. But man, it’s
hard to find a better time.
So if you find yourself inclined this
summer to check out a new experience,
make some friends and learn about some
awesome new bands, make your way to one
of these festivals. I know that I’ll be attending some so make sure you holler at your
fellow Lawrentians when you go!
avoid some of these administrative mistakes. Regarding those issues, Varughese
said, “We just really want to hone in on the
sports people want to play, get everyone
involved and have a great time doing it.”

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

8

10 May 2013

THE LAWRENTIAN

HEMLU presents original composition among favorites
Anna Buchholz
Staff Writer

________________________

Continuing my fascination with the Chapel’s variety of
musical inhabitants, on May 2
it was home to the Heavy Metal
Ensemble at Lawrence University
(HMELU). This unique ensemble
of twenty-two musicians presented arrangements of songs
by bands like Testament, Blind
Guardian, Venom and Equilibrium.
As a music lover not well versed in
heavy metal, I grabbed my earplugs and jumped into the metal
culture.
The Lawrence Conservatory’s
heavy metal band made its first
appearance in 2006 and consisted
of drums, guitar and low winds
and then went into hiatus until
current senior Calvin Armstrong
revived the ensemble last school
year, 2011-2012, for HMELU’s
first large group performance as
well as the small group concert
“Dopesmoker.” This past concert
was the second performance of
the large group, which has grown
in size since last year.
Thanks to Armstrong, HMELU
had its own commissioning project this year in which video game
music composer Peter McConnell
wrote a two-movement piece for
this unique ensemble. McConnell
is most known for his work at
LucasArts and for composing
soundtracks for the “Monkey
Island,” “Indiana Jones” and

“Star Wars” series. The work for
HMELU are entitled “Subatomic”
and “Roll It Back” and was filled
with shifting and jarring meters
and intricate lines reminiscent of
a video game.
Senior Evan Johnson says, “I
particularly enjoy HMELU because
I am an avid listener of metal yet
don’t play any traditional metal
instruments. With HMELU I have
the opportunity to make the bass
sax into a traditional metal instrument. Our performance last week
was probably my favorite of my
Lawrentian career, as I was completely captivated by the music
and conveyed that energy in my
playing. My neighbor put it best
when he said I had the eyes of a
madman, and for that hour I had
indeed lost my mind to the metal.
It was glorious.”
This year, the ensemble featured the unconventional mixture
of bass, tenor and soprano saxophones, two French horns, two
trumpets, including piccolo trumpet, tuba, a full trombone section, two guitars, two cellos, bass,
drums, percussion and of course
vocals. Armstrong and junior
Tyler Kundinger traded off vocal
duties amid a few purely instrumental tunes.
HMELU has become quite a
culture within the Conservatory,
with its artistic use of corpse
paint for every musician and the
now-iconic photographs of the
ensemble around campus. This
year introduced new metal names

The ensemble poses together in full garb and makeup in a shot promoting and advertising the concert.
Photo provided by Calvin Armstrong

for each musician; every member chose a name from mythology, often Norse, phrases translated from Norwegian, Finnish
and Icelandic languages or names
from existing bands’ members.
For music, Armstrong transcribed songs from pre-existing
metal bands and arranged them
for his own ensemble, which
meant arranging for an instrumentation unique to HMELU and,
as you can see, not typical in the

LU improv group opens for
professional troupe Octavarius
Cameron Carrus
Staff Writer

_______________________

Last Thursday night, May
2, the Cloak Theater was filled
with laughter. Popular Lawrence
University improv group, formerly
known as “Hi, I’m Prov” and currently known as “Optimistic Feral
Children,” warmed up the stage
for the professional, Chicagobased improv group “Octavarius.”
When Octavarius went on,
they did not just hit the stage.
They worked the entire room,
running up and down the aisles
high-fiving anyone they could,
proclaiming with excitement how
many new best friends they made.

Right away, the whole audience
was engaged.
The troupe, comprised of
five friends who graduated from
Illinois State University, started
simply. They took turns finishing
the phrase, “I like my women like
I like my motorcycles/golf,” and
then proceeded to tell jokes in the
style of comedian Jeff Foxworthy.
These skits proved to be challenging because of their fast pace, but
each player stepped up right after
the other. They used these shorter
sequences as icebreakers to get a
more comprehensive feel for their
audience.
Pressing forward to a more
elaborate guessing game, one player, the “murderer,” left the room.
Directed by the other players, the

audience determined the weapon,
the location of the murder and
the person who was murdered to
be a plunger, Anne Frank’s attic
and Bart Simpson, respectively.
When the absent player entered,
he had to guess these parameters
through an interrogation with
“drunk” and “precious” cops. The
“murderer” was able to guess
all of the answers without much
trouble. One of the two cops was
a bit too obvious too soon with
hints, but the overall effect of the
game was successful.
Perhaps the longest game
the troupe played was called
“Nefarius.” It started with the
players presenting a series of

See page 11

Members of professional improv group Octavarius perform for an excited crowd in the Cloak Theater.
Photo by Elizabeth Landes

metal world. His arrangements
were engaging as he took nonhorn lines and created thick harmonies and singing, aleatoric lines
in the saxophones, trombones and
trumpets amid the pulsating beats
of the rhythm section.
They played more than ten
tunes, opening with Testament’s
“More Than Meets the Eye,” continuing with Blind Guardian’s
“Mirror
Mirror,”
Venom’s
“Leviathan” and other songs

by
Equilibrium,
Immortal,
Apocalyptica, Metal Church,
Sardonis, Finntroll and Trepalium.
As a listener new to the
metal genre, I thoroughly enjoyed
the concert and the use of the
full horn section, meshing more
“brass band” sounds with jazz and
rock idioms amid the metal culture Armstrong aimed for. Don’t
miss Armstrong’s next installment of the stoner metal epic
“Dopesmoker,” which will be per-

“Better Off Ted” features
clever, well-written humor
Nathan Lawrence

Web Manager

_______________________

On May 26, 2013, “Arrested
Development” will return to the
virtual airwaves in a fourth season
exclusive to Netflix, and droves
of fans will eagerly devour all
the episodes, only to once again
experience the dredge of the last
seven years; life without “Arrested
Development” is hardly a life
worth living. Luckily, those of us
looking for a way to wean off its
quirky humor may have found a
nicotine patch in the 2009 ABC
sitcom, “Better Off Ted.”
Centered on the antics of
work life at corporate conglomerate Veridian Dynamics, “Better
Off Ted” stars Jay Harrington
(“Octopus!”) and Portia de Rossi
(“Arrested Development”) as they
try to work their way up the ladder of success in a wacky and wild
company where new inventions
and business schemes never seem
to go exactly as planned.
While significantly more
madcap and perhaps even more
juvenile than the humor of
“Arrested Development,” “Better
Off Ted” certainly holds its own.
As things spin increasingly out of
control in each episode, themes
develop in elegant and classic
ways; facets of everyday life which
we sometimes miss are exaggerated and expounded upon until it
seems that nothing may be left to
say on the issue, then credits roll.
An episode of “Better Off Ted” is
the perfect length: Digestible and
welcoming, leaving the viewer’s
palette craving another episode
right away.
Particularly notable is sea-

son two’s “It’s My Party and I’ll
Lie if I Want To,” an episode in
which the researchers at Veridian
Dynamics create a lie detection
machine, allowing for the classic
sitcom investigation of the complications that arise from lies and
deceit. Every moment of this episode is filled with jokes that keep
me mentally rolling on the floor
even as I read this.
Like “Arrested Development,”
“Better Off Ted” also only gets better with re-watching. There are
more jokes packed into a single
20-minute episode than can ever
be completely heard or appreciated the first few times through.
Nothing is as simple as it seems
and the show’s real power is in its
subtle jabs which may not always
be as readily apparent. The writing staff of “Better Off Ted” clearly
had a good time with this show.
Is “Better Off Ted” as good as
the first three seasons of “Arrested
Development”? Definitely not,
but it shares a similar charm in
its simple, no frills approach to
rather wacky comedy. As always,
humor is incredibly subjective, but
for me, “Better Off Ted” is a great
time.
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DAN
SPOTLIGHT O’CONNOR
THE

ARTIST

Bryan Cebulski
Staff Writer

_____________________

While the organ is an imperative instrument in musical history and in the musical world
in general, it can be a hard sell
to the casual listener. The organ
is often identified with stereotypes of Catholic churches and
Dracula’s castle. But organs
are a wonderful and gorgeous
piece of musical machinery, and
fifth-year Dan O’Connor hopes
to illustrate its potential at his
upcoming recital.
A double degree student
majoring in organ performance
and economics, O’Connor started cultivating his musical side
with the piano. Through churchgoing in his younger years, he
was introduced to the organ. In
middle school, he experienced
an impressive organ being
played at a music hall in Dallas,
his hometown. The performance
showed him the organ’s potential outside of a religious context, and by high school he was
taking lessons.
“Certainly one of the chal-

lenges with the organ is that
it’s an old instrument,” O’Connor
says. “And so the range of repertoire you have to play is…well,
there’s so much music. And
unlike most other instruments,
each organ is unique. So going
to play a recital somewhere,
you have to spend time with the
organ and adjust to it.”
Economics, meanwhile, is
something O’Connor has always
been interested in. He places it
in contrast to music as a way to
balance the various facets of his
interests.
“For me,” he explains, “music
has always been about expressing myself creatively. And then
economics helps balance my
more rational side.”
To cultivate his economics side, O’Connor and a few
friends worked to start a business called Flicky. He’s had to
take a break from it to prepare
for grad school, but he reflected
that preparing the foundation
of a business, including searching for investors, was a fun and
rewarding experience.
O’Connor went to Lawrence
to pursue music at a higher level
while still being able to have an
education outside music.
His recital will be all organ

music. The first half is earlier
works, composers such as Bach
and Marchand, while the second
half is content within the 19th,
20th and even 21st centuries,
showcasing Mendelssohn and
Duruflé among others.
“There will be some pretty
epic pieces for sure,” he said.
“Then some softer, more meditative pieces as well. I think the
music in my recital is exciting.
Unfortunately there’s not much
to watch in an organ recital
since the musician has his back
turned to the audience. But I
hope the music I’ve picked is
interesting enough to keep people engaged.”
O’Connor will be heading to
Yale next year to continue organ
performance. His plans posthigher education remain mysterious, and he expressed worry
over balancing his interests, but
for the time being he has a direction to head in.
“I’d absolutely like to thank
my organ professor Katherine
Hanford,” O’Connor said. “Also
my first organ teacher back
in Dallas, who was actually a
Lawrence grad. All of my professors here, really, I should thank.”
The recital will be at 6 p.m.
on May 26 in Harper Hall. It is

Photo by Mathias Reed

not often that one gets to hear
the range of music an organist

is capable of producing. Take a
chance and go see for yourself.

Phoenix’s “Bankrupt!” disappoints Venetian Carnival brings
Kelsey Priebe

Staff Writer

_________________________

It does me great honor
to review my favorite band
Phoenix’s new album, “Bankrupt!”
Unfortunately, not all I have to
say is rapturous praise. Phoenix
is a French band based out of
Versailles. They reached national
acclaim with their 2009 album
“Wolfgang Amadeus,” and their
fans have been waiting impatiently for another one ever since.
“Bankrupt!” both fulfilled and disappointed these dreams.
The album begins with a
track called “Entertainment,”
which stands up to the high
standard the band set for themselves. It begins with a high key,
almost oriental-sounding intro
and immediately throws in the
band’s trademark synth and guitar combo. The sound is reminiscent of their earlier albums and
maintains the intoxicating melodies they provided for fans in
“Wolfgang Amadeus.” The track’s
melody maintains the band’s originality and gives listeners another
musical hit. From there they break
into symphonic-sounding tracks
such as “S.O.S. in Bel Air” and
others that are slightly reminiscent of the ‘80s, like “Trying to
Be Cool.” While these tracks have
wonderful sections within them,
their overall sound is not quite
as catchy as what I expected from
Phoenix.
Their middle-of-the-album
long track, “Bankrupt!” features a
harpsichord and vocals in the last

two minutes of its seven minutes.
While it may be unfair to compare this album so directly to their
last release, “Bankrupt!” lacks the
same dreamy yet strong sound
that “Love Like A Sunset” from
“Wolfgang Amadeus” had. What is
both wonderful and maddening is
that the track only truly shows its
potential in the last 30 seconds,
when it uses deeper minor bass
plucks as the vocals fade away.
This instrumentation and sound
has never been used by Phoenix
previously and I would have loved
to have heard them experiment
with it a bit more.
The last five tracks of the
album are similarly lacking, although “Bourgeois” and
“Oblique City” manage to resurrect some of Phoenix’s trademark
sound without feeling recycled.
“Bourgeois” has a lofty, soft sound
that puts the focus on the lyrics. The track follows a more
pop-y composition than the others, which is perhaps what makes
it more appealing to the ear. I
enjoyed it nonetheless. “Oblique
City” is an upbeat closing track.
Though the middle section seems
slightly off, the guitar throughout
is classically Phoenix. The final
seconds of the track, featuring soft

acoustic guitar and humming, perfectly closes the album.
The two main things that
frustrate me about “Bankrupt!”
are the introductions to almost
every track and the lack of focus
on lyrics. In the past, my favorite part about Phoenix has been
their lyrics. Perhaps it’s because
English is their second language
or because they merely understand the emotions of the world,
but Phoenix always has a unique
way of putting together simple
words to form unforgettable lyrics.
While a few of the tracks on
“Bankrupt!” have snippets of their
past lyrical brilliance, most are
either unintelligible or uninspired.
Secondly, many of the introductions to the album’s tracks are
unappealing or unrelated to the
oncoming melodies. For example,
“Chloroform” and “Drakkar Noir”
both begin with rather bland
synth melodies, which do not
compliment the following melodies and at times even detract
from them.
Overall, I am regrettably disappointed with Phoenix’s newest
contribution. To be fair, the band
set an impossibly high standard
for themselves with “Wolfgang
Amadeus” and cannot be faulted
for failing to live up to a historic
album. Perhaps my disappointment will be lessened after several
more listens. This album is more
complex and experimental than
“Wolfgang Amadeus” and therefore could perhaps be a success
on a different level than Phoenix’s
previous work. Nonetheless,
“Bankrupt!” seems to lack the wild
inspiration I expect from Phoenix.

Baroque era to the present
Lauren Nokes
Staff Writer

_________________________

Over the course of a few
hours on May 1, the Esch-Hurvis
Studio became the site of a
Venetian Carnival, complete with
masquerade masks, Comedia
della’Arte characters, Venetian
delicacies and, of course, Baroque
dances. This was Lawrence
Baroque Ensemble’s annual
Evening of Baroque Dance, with
dance instruction led for the past
three years by President Jill Beck.
As President Beck retires this
year, this was her last time attending a Lawrence Baroque Dance.
After the thank-you speech at the
end of the event, she said that
while she will miss many things
about Lawrence, for this event,
she would fly back.
Certainly, the Baroque Dance
is always a delightful experience, a fun way to experience
older music outside of a concert
hall and in the spirit that people
originally enjoyed it. As guests
milled around eating and drinking, musicians played trio sonatas
by Antonio Vivaldi and Arcangello
Corelli, a common musical form of
the late 17th century with melodic
treble lines accompanied by basso
continuo, a continuous bass part
of harmonic chords.
Professor Sara Ceballos led
the instruction for the first dance,
a contrapasso, performed with
music by Fabritio Caroso. This is
a formal dance performed with
pairs of partners in a circle, and

by far the more challenging dance
of the evening. The slow pace and
footwork meant that more than a
few people lost their balance or
found themselves at the wrong
point in the dance. Of course,
this was all in good fun, as most
attendees were not experienced
dancers.
The next dance, the farandole, with instruction led by
President Beck, was more everyone’s speed. This is a high-energy
line dance with leg kicks, with one
catch: At certain intervals the different lines form “mazes” by curling into spirals in time with the
music and then unraveling, also
in time with the music. However,
with each round of the music, the
tempo would increase, making
the dance more and more raucous
and chaotic. Lines began weaving in and out of each other in
exactly the manner that dancers
at a Venetian carnival would have
gradually relinquished control in
favor of a good time. Much fun was
had by all.
Performance of opera scenes
from the era provided an interlude in the dancing. Tenor Ian
Koziara beautifully sang “Vedro
con mio diletto” from Vivaldi’s “Il
Giustino,” an opera written for
the Roman carnival of 1724. It
is a tender love song with a very
sweet and pretty melody, sung
with a great deal of expression
and skill by Koziara.
For the second opera,
soprano Katrina Zosseder joined
Koziara for duets from Claudio

See page 12
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STAFF EDITORIAL
On Greek Week
Though Greek Week is a collaborative effort by Lawrence University’s Greek life to organize
various games and competitions for the larger campus community, the week continues to unfold
year after year in an annual series of fundraising events engaging only sorority and fraternity members to participate and contribute to each other’s philanthropic causes.

Greek Week is a valuable opportunity for Greek life, an inherently exclusive community, to
offer engaging events to all students and organizations. Though the Panhellenic and Interfraternity
Councils, umbrella organizations for the sororities and fraternities, may continue to congratulate
themselves on a job well done, there is little concerted effort to reach outside of distinct social
spheres and fulfill the true mission of Greek Week.
There has been hope, however -- this year, specific efforts during Greek Week have become
models for the types of events the Greek community should seek to promote. “Lip Sync,” Greek
Week’s traditional kickoff event, entered only non-Greek members present into a raffle for prizes.
Furthermore, some event planners have personally reached out to other student organizations to
appeal to Lawrentians from outside the Greek system.

If future Greek Week organizers promoted additional collaboration and participation from
outside the Greek system, both non-Greeks and Greeks would undoubtedly benefit. First, sororities and fraternities on campus could establish a welcoming reputation. Second, instead of playing
musical chairs at each other’s fundraising events, these Greek organizations would be able to raise
more funds for their worthy philanthropies from outside sources. Finally, non-Greeks would have
the opportunity to participate in less exclusive events targeted toward the general community and
not feel ostracized.
However, members of Panhel and IFC cannot be the only ones working towards achieving
these goals -- collaboration is a two-way street. Student organizations should strive to team up, as
well, with these Greek organizations to further not only philanthropic missions, but also outreach
to a wider student body.

Next year, we would be interested in seeing both Panhel and IFC implement targeted strategies
to encourage participation from both within and outside the Greek system. Together, Lawrence’s
three sororities and four fraternities could make Greek Week a highly anticipated event, not only
among themselves, but for all of Lawrence.

Put yourself in their shoes
Josh Rosenkranz
For The Lawrentian

____________________________________

PHOTO
POLL

A few weeks ago, I was reading The Lawrentian when I spotted the article about the incident
at Ormsby hall that described how
the custodial staff was treated.
I was shocked and, I must say,
quite appalled at the response of
some select students who used
the excuse, “I pay X dollars to go
here, thus it justifies Y.”
Nevertheless, life continued,
midterms came, midterms left,
but I couldn’t stop thinking about
that incident and other encounters I and others have had with
some people on campus concerning social class. One incident that
stands out to me the most -- aside
from the previously mentioned
incident -- was a conversation
with a fellow student in which
they spoke about the country club
their parents attend.
Firstly, I have nothing against
country clubs, only with some of
the people who go to that type of
establishment. In our conversa-

tion, this person said, “I think it
would be quite interesting to be a
janitor there to see what it’s like
on the other side.” Other side of
what? Is there something about
having a certain career that puts
other humans into a “sub-human”
category?
The only thing that separates
janitors from people with more
money is the fact that they have
less money. Now, I’m willing to
bet more than my future savings
that if this statement were read
at a Freshman Studies lecture or
Convocation, there would be roaring applause and an un-paralleled
sense of agreement. But ask yourself, how much of that is actually
true, or a mere façade to give the
impression that one truly cares,
at least from an external perspective?
People go about doing public service, which is good and
thoughtful, but when it comes
to the smaller actions that often
go un-noticed, do people here at
Lawrence truly act? After one year
here, I’m not so sure. Material

possessions are nothing within
the scale of humanity, but one
thing I noticed is that people often
enjoy using things they possess
as means of subtly making themselves better than everyone else.
This can be a plethora of
things: It can be the enormous
sail-boat your family bought, it
could be the fact that you go to a
very expensive college. However,
the point is that ownership of such
things is not wrong in the least.
It’s wrong when they become
all we think about and dwell on.
Think of it this way. Suppose I
have a mansion, an awesome car,
and more than enough money;
they become my very identity and
hold enormous significance in my
life. Now suppose I lose it all.
Now wouldn’t that be a shock
of reality? Imagine the pain, and
the inexplicable horror of me, the
extremely rich man who is exalted
above all other humans, having
to do something like work as a
custodian to earn money! How

See page 12
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Religiously inspired activism
Marika Straw

Columnist

_________________________

A few years ago, I attended
a social justice event sponsored
by the Volunteer Center raising
awareness about an organization
alleviating poverty in Brazil. I was
inspired by the presentation, until
the presenters, who were from
a local church, began evangelizing. I came out of the event feeling betrayed and irritated. Why
couldn’t the organization do its
work without evangelizing? Didn’t
they understand that by bringing
religion into the mix, they would
alienate nonbelievers and undermine their mission?
In the secularized environment of a current-day liberal
arts college, it can be easy to fall
into a trap of suspicion regarding anything religious, including religiously inspired activism.
The reasons for this suspicion
are justifiable -- many terrible
things throughout history have
been inspired by religion, including wars, homophobia, sexism,
fanaticism, closed-mindedness
and a tendency to judge. But in
our hostility toward religion, we
are sometimes too quick to write
off the good works that religion
inspires -- like activism.
Consider this: When you look
at activists who were truly inspirational and influential, you will
find that most of them were religious. Gandhi was a Hindu, but
his principles of nonviolence and
equality were deeply inspired by
Christianity and Jainism. Martin
Luther King, Jr., used Christianity
to unite African Americans and
appeal to their oppressors using
the oppressors’ own values.
And
Benjamin
Britten
famously declared his wish to be
a conscientious objector in World
War II by delivering this statement: “Since I believe that there
is in every man the spirit of God, I
cannot destroy, and feel it my duty
to avoid helping to destroy as far
as I am able, human life.”
Most people familiar with
Gandhi, King and Britten would
know that their activism was
largely inspired by religion. But
did you know that Margaret
Mead decided to become baptized at the age of eleven and
went on to serve on various

church committees? Did you
know that Cesar Chavez’s 1966
march from Delano, California to
Sacramento was not only a strategy for demanding recognition of
the rights of farm workers, but
also a religious pilgrimage with
the theme “Pilgrimage, Penitence,
Revolution.” And Robert F.
Kennedy, Jr. speaks widely about
the role of Catholicism in his environmental activism.
Why is it that so many influential activists were religious?
One of the main reasons is that
social justice lies at the heart of
many religions. In Judaism, there
is a principle called tikkun olam,
which means “to heal the world.”
To follow this principle one must
help other humans and the environment. In Catholicism, we find
liberation theology, or the idea
that the parts of the Bible encouraging followers to help the poor
are most important.
Social justice is also an
important element of Islam and
many other religions, stemming
from the common belief that the
spiritual and physical realms are
comprised of an interconnected
web of life, where every action has
a significant effect.
But what about secular activists turned religious? An activist you might not be familiar
with is Dorothy Day. Day started
a movement called the Catholic
Worker movement during the
Great Depression. This movement
works through nonviolence and
prayer to provide hospitality for
the homeless, exiled, hungry and
forsaken, and to protest injustice,
war, racism and violence.
What I find most interesting
about Day is that she started out
secular, believing that everything
could be solved with politics and
there was no need for faith.
However, as her life went on,
she began to feel the need to go
to church and pray. Her life and
her activism were not complete
without faith. It was only when
she converted to Catholicism that
she founded the Catholic Worker
movement and her activism began
having enormous ripple effects
still present to this day.
Dorothy Day was not alone
in her life path as a secular activist turned religious. A similar
life path is found in the following story: A Jewish woman who

See page 12

“Involuntary String Band”
- Geoffrey Keller

What band
would you
bring to LUaroo?
“Of Montreal”

“Dave Matthews Band”

- Nick Perez

- Julian Washington
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How to be grateful The car-share program on campus
Christian Stillings

Columnist

________________________

I know it’s not quite the season, but I have Thanksgiving on
the brain. What’s not to love about
it? A hearty serving of food, family and football is topped off with
memories of making construction
paper turkeys in kindergarten and
some vague, semi-historical narrative about the Pilgrims.
In the moment before we
begin the Thanksgiving feast, we
might even remember to take a
moment to think about things for
which we’re thankful.
Honestly, it’s easier to not
be thankful. To be thankful, one
must intentionally acknowledge
what one has in life and recognize
how one’s life might otherwise be.
Think about all the factors which
go into a meal at the Andrew
Commons.
Think of the magnificent
Warch Center, to whose construction we students contributed
nothing. Think of all the workers
who produce our food and the
drivers who bring it to our campus. Think of the Bon Appétit staff
workers who swipe us in, prepare
our food, serve it to us and wash
our dishes and wipe our tables. All
this is accessed through our meal
plans, which is, at least in my own
case, paid for by my parents.
Although I can take credit for
exactly zero of the factors in this
process, I almost never stop and
simply think about how lucky I am
to eat at the Andrew Commons.
What’s more, I sometimes find
myself actually complaining
about some experience with Bon
Appétit’s food service. “I can’t
believe that this grilled cheese,
which is fully paid for by my parents and is created from quality
ingredients at my request while I
wait in a temperature-controlled
café in a first-world nation, is taking so long to cook!”
I think it’s clear that my
thankless, entitled attitude toward
food is actually what causes
me frustration. As my sense of
entitlement grows, so, too, does
the chance that my expectations
won’t be met and that I’ll be frustrated. I suspect that you, dear
average Lawrentian reader, also
experience frustration precisely
because of your own attitude of
entitlement.
Of course, I can’t speak of
any one person, especially in a
venue like this. Maybe you’ve
never personally experienced

any entitlement-related angst. If
that’s so, you have my sincere
congratulations. However, if you
make an honest assessment of different aspects of your life, you’ll
probably find that you have far
more than you really have any
need of. Think of how you might
resent needing to transfer to a
“less prestigious college” or having a smaller dorm room or getting a stain on your favorite shirt,
even though there are plenty of
other fine colleges, a smaller room
would be perfectly livable and you
own plenty of other good shirts.
We’re sometimes asked to
think of those who are less fortunate than us, and I think that’s
a good thing. I think it’s more
interesting, though, to ponder
the fact that we have anything at
all. G.K. Chesterton, who I’ll fully
admit I quote too much, puts it
this way: “The worst moment for
the atheist is when he is really
thankful and has no one to thank.”
Chesterton obviously wasn’t
thinking of smaller-scale thankfulness, like thanking a specific
person for handing me a grilled
cheese.
Rather, he was thinking of a
more cosmic kind of thankfulness:
Why should I have the privilege to
taste anything at all? He believed
that, as Thomas Merton put it,
“every breath we draw is a gift of
God’s love.”
To be a Christian is, in a way,
to embrace this sense of cosmic
gratitude. We’re called to understand how much we’ve already
been given and to give thanks for
it. As Marc Barnes puts it, “Life
is probably a gift,” and the best
things in life -- redemption from
sin, new life in the spirit and, for
Catholic types, the Eucharist -- are
not free, but they’re freely given to
us through God’s love and grace.
At many poor African churches,
people leap and sing for joy. In an
increasingly secular America, we
gripe about outdated cell phones.
In the Gospels, Jesus speaks
of the spiritual hindrances of
wealth and tells a rich young man
to sell all his possessions and
give the money to the poor. In
the Beatitudes, he proclaims that
“Blessed are the poor in spirit.”
The connection, I think, is clear:
Our attitudes about what we have
affect our happiness. To be happy,
we first need to be grateful.
Columnist’s note: If you’re
interested in contributing an article about religion or spirituality,
please contact Christian Stillings
or The Lawrentian.

All Op/Ed Illustrations by Staff Artist Cori Lin

Emily Nordin
Staff Writer

____________________________________

It was a dark and stormy evening, near the beginning of Fall
Term finals. I was lounging on my
bed, thinking of all the things I
had to do. Should I start my essay,
finish my problem set, work on
some job applications or study for
finals? I just didn’t know where
to begin. I did know though that I
would need a can of Salt & Vinegar
Pringles to see me through the
night.
As that particular variety of
chip is not sold at the Corner Store,
I thought I could catch the last
shopping shuttle to Woodman’s.
Unfortunately, on that particular
evening,

the gods conspired against me
and the shopping shuttle never
appeared. I was forced to slog
through that mountain of work,
fortified by nothing but my dwindling willpower.
If only I had a car on campus…
I bet you’ve found yourself
thinking that very same thing. If
only, if only.
It is thereby with great pleasure that I tell you about a new ini-

Octavarius

continued from page 8
monologues on various topics.
Then, they acted out a series of
scenes based on the subject matter of the monologues. One player,
the “troll,” had to slyly try to ruin
the scenes. Though this skit went
a bit long, recurring characters
and themes, such as 400-year-old
Bertha and civil war reenactments
and their likeness to orgies were
absolutely hilarious.
The last game was another
guessing game, which took five
suggestions from the audience:
Slinky, shrimp and grits, Fresh
Prince of Bel-Air, the Taj Mahal
and the hockey playoffs. The rest
of the band had to describe these
things to the other player, but they
could not use English. The game
was not over until the one player

tiative supported by the Lawrence
University Community Council’s
Student Welfare Committee. Quite
simply, we’re looking to bring cars
on campus that students can use.
The WeCar program, by
Enterprise Rent-A-Car company,
would allow students to rent cars
by the hour. A student who is
interested in using a car would
first apply to be a program member, being of at least 18 years
of age and having a valid driver’s license. Once a member, that
student could reserve a vehicle
online and then use that vehicle
during their allotted time.
Think about it. You wouldn’t
have to worry about finding a
parking space, paying for gas or
waiting for the elusive shopping

addition, it is important to realize
that the cost of this program can
largely be determined by us -- the
student body. If enough students
express an interest in having cars
on campus, the university could
potentially chip in and subsidize
part of the program, meaning
cheaper rates for us.
Now, how can you express an
interest? That is the simple part.
Come to the all-campus forum on
Tuesday, May 14 in the Warch
Campus Center. Though the exact
time and place have yet to be
determined, plan on the forum
starting somewhere between 2:30
and 3:00 p.m.
A
representative
from
Enterprise will be there to offer
insight into their car-share pro-

shuttle. You’d have your own set
of wheels to see the grand sights
of Appleton, but you wouldn’t
have the hassle of maintaining
those wheels.
What about the cost, you ask?
According to the Enterprise website, two schools in Wisconsin that
have this car-share program -Beloit College and UW-River Falls
-- have rates somewhere between
eight and ten dollars an hour. In

gram and to answer any questions that you might have. You can
also contact the Student Welfare
Committee chair, Mallory Speck,
to voice your support.
Remember, cars won’t appear
on campus if you don’t appear
at the forum! If you don’t come
for yourself, come for your fellow
Lawrentians, particularly those
who are lacking in Salt & Vinegar
Pringles!

could guess all five subjects.
The most exhilarating part of
the night occurred when the player had to guess shrimp and grits.
Decidedly a very hard thing to
describe, let alone without using
words, the players’ descriptions
were kooky and got wackier when
the guesser was having trouble.
The tension in the room once he
got close to guessing was palpable, and the crowd went wild, as
if he had scored the winning goal,
when he guessed correctly.
Octavarius put on a show
close to 90 minutes. They never
missed a beat; someone always
jumped in to fill the silence. Their
games were complex and creative, and they rose to the challenges they created. Their warmth
towards the audience was genuine and encouraged more participation. All in all, Octavarius was
“So Nefarius!”

“Simón Bolívar Youth
Orchestra”

“Panic at the Disco”

- Helen Titchener

- Sophie Kofman

“Black Moth Super Rainbow”

“Bon Iver”

- Christopher Owen

- Tom Sasani

Specht

continued from page 3
water at dusk. The campus will
forever think you are a prank
hero. Also, the paper companies
will be forever grateful for giving them new ideas on how to
manipulate the Fox River.
Who would have guessed
that there are so many possibilities in this fountain! Of course,
this is merely an abridged version
and all of the really good prank
ideas are kept secret until they are
actually executed. Final thought:
Make sure you check out the metal
guy sculpture in the same area. I
think he is defecating.
“You heard it first on Specht
Pages!”

The opinions expressed in
this section are those of
the students, faculty and
community members who
wrote them. All facts are
as provided by the authors.
The Lawrentian does not
endorse any opinions
piece except for the staff
editorial, which represents
a majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian
welcomes everyone to
submit their own opinions
using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Unslut

continued from page 3
neighborhood came over. I was
so socially awkward and afraid of
them that I couldn’t say more than
two words, but I was so excited
when they gave me attention anyway. It didn’t occur to me that
they didn’t give a damn about me
-- they just wanted sex. But attention, you know?
It’s amazing how much little
girls can crave sexual attention,
even though we don’t understand
it. I would later find out that one
of the boys said I had a “nice
pussy.” Ha! As if he had ever seen
one! And how can you tell through
jeans? I’m still dying to know! By
the way, yes, 12-year old Micha
and her braces did find this flattering. My standards have risen
slightly over time.
I loved the idea of being
thought of as sexy, especially since
I had never been kissed or looked
at or anything since my fall from
grace at the beginning of sixth
grade (plus, I had an extremely
awkward growing phase. Like,
naked mole rat awkward) and was
dying for any attention I could
find.
Rumors about my friend
were flying around like wildfire,
and I just sort of watched it all

Shoes

continued from page 10
on earth could I live with myself?
Unfortunately there are some here
who would have this reaction and
would be serious.
It’s instances like this where
I think to myself, “I wonder how
they -- that particular custodian
-- got there,” as people make a
snide comment about them. Take
a moment and notice I have made
use of the verb “got,” meaning
they arrived there somehow. Most
of you folks probably didn’t notice

unfold, absorbing her drama to
make myself feel more important.
I loved her so much because she
was the only girl still willing to
talk to me, still willing to be my
friend every day, not just sometimes. She wasn’t even really that
nice to me half the time, but that
didn’t matter anymore. I lied to try
and keep up with her, like about
boyfriends and stuff (I wasn’t
properly kissed until I was 16.
Naked mole rat syndrome!).
Funny thing was, I was a horrible liar and she found out that
it was all lies. I don’t know who I
thought I was fooling, ugh! But I
don’t think she ever told anyone,
at least it never got back to me
that she did, and that was prime
teasing real estate, yo!
It amazes me how deeply the
experiences from this period can
affect us to this day. We are so
vulnerable and so easily damaged
by those years. I have yet to meet
a woman who hasn’t looked back
on her middle school days with a
cringe of pain.
If you actually enjoyed middle school, I want to know how.
And how can my daughter have
that? I am so afraid to parent a
middle school girl because I don’t
know if I can bear to watch her
self-worth get destroyed the way
mine did. I’m still recovering
from the torture, still working out
defense mechanisms and barriers

I set up to survive going to school
every day.
I was such a ‘kool kidzzzz’
before all that! And I knew it!
I blew off “pledging Hello Kitty”
to hang with the popular girls in
fourth grade because my twin and
I were skateboarding wannabegangsta rappers (with watertight
parental supervision, ahem) and
were way too cool for that. Where
does that confidence go?
Reading a blog like “The
Unslut Project” brings me back
to that place. The feeling of being
a kid when your tiny little world
meant everything, and every taunt
and lesbian rumor (sorry guys,
that one turned out to be my sister!) felt like the end of the world.
But it also allows me to sooth the
remnants of 11-year old Micha
still within me, who would cry
in the bathtub every night to her
mother because no one sat with
her at lunch.
I love that little kid, even
though she hated herself so much
and just couldn’t understand why
no one liked her. I wish she had
realized what she had at the time
instead of relentlessly wanting
what she didn’t have.
Oh wait, this isn’t all about
me! What? Oops. Check out the
Tumblr, unslutproject.tumblr.com.
You’ll be strolling through memory lane.

that, but your brain did. What
I’m trying to get at is that people
aren’t custodians by want, meaning most of them work that job
because of pressures from today’s
financial world. I would know,
because my dad was a custodian
for about two years at the Boys
and Girls club in my hometown
and is now working by doing
work like mowing lawns, shoveling driveways and other miscellaneous handiwork.
What I would really like to
make clear is that yes, I know
for a fact if some famous person spoke something like this at
the Memorial Chapel or at Harper

Hall, there would be overwhelming applause at the end of their
speech; but at the same time, I
know that a large majority of those
applauding would leave with no
new motives or any changed perspectives whatsoever.
And if any of you are still
reading this article, then I ask you
this: Did you see “The Hobbit?”
Remember this interesting little
quote: “I’ve found it is the small
everyday deeds of ordinary folk
that keep the darkness at bay...”
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was not religious became a social
worker and spent her young years
working to end hunger and homelessness. After a series of wake-up
calls, she began to realize that her
extraordinarily committed lifestyle was hurting her.
Like Dorothy Day, in the
midst of this crisis, she began,
inexplicably, to pray. She began to
ground her activism in faith and
has since become a stronger force
for change.
This begs the question: Why
is this a familiar narrative? Why
might secular activists find themselves suddenly praying to God
in the middle of the night? My
answers to this question center
around the nature of activism.
Activism is hard work that often
doesn’t pay well -- either in success or in money. If you are a committed activist, you spend most of
your life trying to change aspects
of society that are extraordinarily

Carnival

continued from page 12
Monteverdi’s “L’incoronazione
di Poppea.” Professor Ceballos
referred to the second duet, “Pur
ti miro,” as the sexiest song of all
time. With lyrics such as “I gaze
upon you, I desire you,” this is not
difficult to see. The opera, which
tells the story of the Emperor Nero
and his lover, Poppea, definitely
embraces the sexual freedom of

Subscriptions Manager:
Emily Hoylman

difficult to change. This is a recipe
for burnout.
At the point of burnout,
people often find themselves in
a deep state of questioning: Who
am I? Why am I doing what I’m
doing? Will what I’m doing make
a difference in the end? Religion
provides what may be a necessary
backbone of answers to these
questions, as well as a social network of support.
Working within a faith context and community, activists may
not only feel a greater sense of
purpose but also feel less alone in
what they are doing and why.
Dorothy Day may have
remained an activist if she didn’t
become Catholic, but she certainly
wouldn’t have had the enormous
impact that she did after becoming religious. The next time you
feel tempted to write-off what a
religious group is doing as solely
aimed at converting people, think
again -- their activism may be far
more effective and long-lasting
than yours.
Carnival. Zosseder and Koziara
brought the gorgeous music of
these scenes vividly to life.
Finally, the dancers performed the contrapasso and the
farandole once more back-toback, bringing the evening to a
breathless close. I had a wonderful time at the dance and learned
a lot about Baroque music and
Venice in the 17th century. If you
didn’t come this year, mark your
calendar for next year’s dance -it’s sure to be a good time!

